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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [5.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 

Mr Speaker, this is an opportunity to do a very quick synopsis of some of the things that have happened during 
the year and also to wish people well as the Christmas season approaches. 

The Legislative Assembly sat for 57 days this year, including the estimates hearings.  The government 
introduced 60 new bills into the house, adding to the bills that were carried over from last year.  Fifty-five bills 
were debated and passed in 2007, although regrettably, only 30 have passed into law.  The house has about 
15 bills on the notice paper; however, they have only recently been introduced in the past few weeks and have 
not been on the notice paper for three weeks, which would enable us to proceed with them.  I want to thank all 
members for the expeditious clean-up of the notice paper; there are no bills on the notice paper due to be 
debated.  I hope that we will see a number of bills go through the other place, but clearly other issues occupy the 
attention of Council members at the moment.   
We sat late on a number of occasions, but seldom sat after midnight.   
I do not intend to be comprehensive but I want to touch on some of the bills passed by both houses in 2007.  
They include the Fiona Stanley Hospital Construction Account Bill, to fund a major new hospital; the Owner-
Drivers (Contracts and Disputes) Bill, to ensure a fair bargaining position and rates that provide an adequate 
income for owner-drivers so that we can stamp out unsafe practices in the transport industry and ensure that 
drivers can still earn a reasonable living without cutting corners and endangering themselves and other road 
users; the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Bill, an important step towards improving Western 
Australia’s capacity to prevent the impact of harmful pests and diseases on WA primary industry and to improve 
the efficiency of the Western Australian agricultural sector; the Fish Resources Management Amendment Bill, to 
provide for adequate and appropriate state penalties and to strengthen the state forfeiture and seizure provisions 
relating to foreign fishing offences committed in state coastal waters; the Local Government (Official Conduct) 
Amendment Bill, which provided a disciplinary framework to deal with individual misconduct by local 
government council members; the Racing and Wagering package of bills, which slashed the TAB wagering tax 
by $12 million a year in order to stimulate economic activity in that important industry; the Road Traffic 
Amendment (Drugs) Bill, which allows random roadside drug testing; the buses are now manned and out there 
randomly testing drivers for drugs; the State Superannuation Amendment Bill, which provides WA public sector 
employees with the ability to choose their superannuation fund in the same way that most other Australian 
employees can; the Taxi Amendment Bill, which provides greater flexibility to issue more taxi plates for both 
peak and non-peak periods; and finally, we had the budget. 

I will not touch on bills dealt with in this house but that are still in the other place, except to mention the 
conscience vote on three bills.  A conscience vote is always interesting, because we do not rely on party 
alignment and the bills are debated at length.  The bills - the Human Reproductive Technology Amendment Bill, 
the Acts Amendment (Consent to Medical Treatment) Bill and the Surrogacy Bill - were handled very well and, 
as is often the case, the debates were far more informative because members did their research and did not just 
debate on party lines.   

Through the year more than 1 200 questions were put on notice and some 770 questions without notice were 
answered in the house.  I think it has been a very productive year, Mr Speaker.  While this has not been a 
comprehensive coverage of the house activities, I think it was worth putting these items on the record because 
we would not have been able to achieve them without the contribution of many people to the workings of the 
house.   

I therefore wish to list the following people who deserve thanks, starting with Mr Speaker.  Mr Speaker, you 
clearly ensured that the house, on most occasions, was managed in a way that ensured some decorum; using the 
very special whip for which you are renowned - your sense of humour - to bring people to order so they could 
contribute to proceedings in a positive way.   

My thanks to the Deputy Speaker, the member for Wanneroo, who - alluding to her management of estimates 
committee functions - takes on many extra duties; and I also extend my thanks to the Acting Speakers, the 
members for Capel, Murray, Greenough, Kingsley, Joondalup and Albany, all of whom play a very important 
role in ensuring that the chamber works and the business can proceed.   
My thanks go to the opposition members and particularly the leader, the member for Warren-Blackwood.  
Clearly, we often cross swords, but without their efforts, there would be no debate in this house.  As Leader of 
the House, I am most conscious of the contribution made to debate and how it is handled and therefore need to 
thank the member for Cottesloe, as the organiser of opposition business and the members who assist him in that 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 29 November 2007] 

 p8097d-8102a 
Mr John Kobelke; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Colin Barnett; Speaker 

 [2] 

work.  Once again, we find more cooperation than discord, but it is of course the discord that we remember and 
that the media wishes to follow.  I note that the member for Cottesloe announced this week that he will not 
contest his seat at the next election.  That may give me the opportunity to pass his eight-year record as Leader of 
the House.  He has always been willing to give me the benefit of his eight years of experience and offer me 
advice about the decisions I have to make.  I do not always follow that advice and he often points that out, but I 
do appreciate that he likes to give me that advice.   
My thanks also, to the Leader and members of the National Party and the Independent members who make 
valuable contributions to this place. 
On this side of the house, I certainly want to thank the Premier.  He exercises a very forthright leadership and it 
is great to work with him.  He is a very considerate person and puts in a huge amount of effort, despite the fact 
that some people opposite think that he should be in the house all the time rather than performing many of the 
other duties of the Premier.   
To my fellow ministers and members on the government side, I appreciate and thank them for the role they play 
and the important contributions they make to the proceedings of this chamber.  However, I must make special 
reference to the government Whip, the member for Geraldton, his ever-reliable assistant, Clare Dalton and the 
“sister Whip”, the member for Kingsley.  They have a most difficult job, ensuring members are in the chamber 
when they are supposed to be or bringing them to account when they are not.  I have to admit - mea culpa - that I 
missed a division this year.  I also extend my thanks to the opposition Whip, who has to do likewise on that side 
of the house.  The cooperation he gives, when he gives it, is most welcome! 
I thank the officers of the Parliament who are indispensable in the proceedings of the business of the chamber.  I 
thank the Clerk, Peter McHugh, whose unbiased and fair advice to both sides of the house is always available 
and always sound; and John Mandy, his assistant; Kirsten Robinson, Clerk Assistant (Committees) and Liz Kerr 
the Acting Clerk Assistant and Sergeant-at-Arms for their support in the chamber.  My thanks also to the 
Legislative Assembly Office staff - John, Kathy, Victor, Isla, Denis, Daniel, Selena and David for their support.  
A number of them are quite new and we thank them for the role they are taking on in support of the chamber.  It 
is a fairly steep learning curve for new staff, but members appreciate the efforts they make to assist them in the 
conduct of the business of the house. 

I also wish to thank all the staff of the Legislative Assembly Committee Office.  They do a terrific job supporting 
the various standing and joint standing committees of this chamber.  On behalf of all members, I extend our best 
wishes to Nici Burgess, a research officer with the Education and Health Standing Committee.  Nici is expecting 
her first child sometime in the new year and I am sure that all members wish her all the very best for that 
exciting time.   

I also wish to thank those staff who have retired or moved on this year including Nigel Lake, who was promoted 
to Deputy Clerk of the Legislative Council, Tony Melia who retired to Albany after 19 years of service to this 
place and Katie Bray and Paul Standley who left the service of the house during the year.  These people, and 
others who are more behind the scenes, are absolutely invaluable and we do rely on them.   

I wish to mention some of those people whom we do not see so often: Russell Bremner, the Executive Manager, 
Parliamentary Services Department; Graham McDonald, Building Services Manager; Peter Pascoe, Assistant 
Manager, Building Services; Enno Schijf, Catering Services Manager; Mark Gabrielli, Dining Room Manager, 
and all the chefs, dining room, bar and catering services staff.  These people look after us very well.  I thank 
them and wish them all the best for the Christmas season.  I also thank Michel Crouche, Finance Manager; Rob 
Hunter, Human Resources Manager; and Judy Ballantyne and all her staff from Library and Information 
Services who are there to assist members with their various needs in getting hold of information.  Thanks also to 
Belinda Corey, Reporting Services Manager, and all the Hansard reporters who are able to make sense of the 
ramblings of members.  Some of us pose a greater challenge than others, and I am certainly appreciative of the 
assistance they give in ensuring that my speeches sound a bit better than they are often delivered.  Thanks go to 
Ken Craig, Security Manager, and all the security officers, who are always willing to help, particularly when 
members have locked their keys in their rooms.  I also thank Jane Gray and James Sollis from the Parliamentary 
Education Office.  We get so many good reports back from schools and community groups who come in.  Their 
role is very important in explaining to members of the public various aspects of the Parliament and the roles we 
play.  Clearly, our switchboard operators are invaluable; they often recognise voices immediately and put us 
through to someone quite often before we ask.  A big thanks to Cathy, Marilyn and Rosalie.  I need to offer a 
very special thanks to the people who help ensure that the government’s bills and papers are available.  I thank 
Nick, Peter and Tuende very much for the great job they do.  I now move to people outside the building and 
thank the head gardener, David Boag, and all the gardeners, the cleaners and parliamentary staff who make sure 
the place is operating by looking after so many details.  I make a special mention of our friends in the press 
gallery.  We will have the opportunity to share a drink with them after we adjourn today.  Their role is so 
valuable.  I certainly hope that while we seek to raise the standards in this place, we can push them a little to see 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 29 November 2007] 

 p8097d-8102a 
Mr John Kobelke; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Colin Barnett; Speaker 

 [3] 

what they can do to raise the standards in the media, because they are very important in ensuring that we have a 
vibrant democracy.   

Before closing my contribution, I remind members that we have designated 2.00 pm, Tuesday, 18 December as a 
sitting day if we need to take any urgent messages from the Legislative Council.  It is certainly my hope that that 
will not be necessary.  On all the evidence to date, I do not think we will need to return.  If something urgent did 
transpire by way of amendments in the other place, we have designated that time and date.   

Finally, I wish all members and staff, their families and loved ones a very happy Christmas and all the very best 
for the new year.   

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [5.12 pm]:  The Manager of Opposition Business has graciously delegated to 
me the opportunity to lead on this motion before the house.  I think he has done so because he thinks I need a bit 
more practice and a bit more air time, as I have not had enough this year.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I like to encourage youth.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  We have been a great team this year.  When the Manager of Opposition Business needs to 
leave the chamber, he delegates to me the responsibility of ensuring that this side of the house behaves correctly.  
We always do, of course. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  On my days off, you step up to the mark. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Absolutely.  I am sometimes sent to the other side to try to negotiate some reasonable 
debating times and reasonable times for members to go home to their families and loved ones, which I feel very 
strongly about.  The Leader of the House knows full well that many times I have tried negotiating with him.  I 
have to say - this is done in the spirit of goodwill at this time of the year - that I always do a better deal with the 
Attorney General when he is left in charge rather than the Leader of the House. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  As I said to you, the Attorney General is a soft touch. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I agree that in these instances the Attorney General is a sook.  The difference is that we 
come to an agreement and we stand by it.   

I will not talk about all the bills that we have dealt with in this house; the Leader of the House has done that quite 
adequately.  Everybody reasonably expects to get away from this place at a reasonable hour.  Firstly, I 
wholeheartedly endorse all the comments made by the Leader of the House about all the staff in this Parliament.  
I will not go through all their names because it will take too long.  All the members of staff are very important 
people in this building and they keep the place running.  On behalf of the opposition, I pass on our gratitude and 
our thanks for the assistance they give us.  I will pick out one or two people.  Peter McHugh and John Mandy in 
particular have always been of great assistance to every single member of this house.  We can ask advice from 
either Peter McHugh or John Mandy and know that our conversations will be confidential and they will give the 
best advice possible on parliamentary procedure. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  That’s the way I think of you - good advice, confidential. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I try my best.  I will only mention those two because they play a pivotal role in this 
house.  I thank them for that.  I will also thank Kirsten.  I go to her from time to time but not as often as I go to 
the other two.  I thank every member of staff, the chamber attendants, the staff in the bills and papers office, the 
gardeners, the dining room staff and the bar staff, and particularly Vince La Galia, who is a legend in his own 
time.  He serves the Speaker extremely well.  He is one of the most cheerful, happy and courteous people anyone 
could meet in this building.  I want to say a very special thank you to him as well.  The Hansard reporters do a 
fantastic job, as the Leader of the House has said.  They correct so many of the comments that we make so that 
we are more intelligible.  I even thank members of the press gallery.  They have their job to do.  They are not 
always complimentary to me, but they do what they have to do.  I have always said that politics is not for the 
faint-hearted.  If one cannot take a few knocks and blows from members opposite or from one’s own side, and 
certainly from the media, one should not be in this place.  One has to be able to withstand those sorts of 
comments.   

On behalf of all the members on this side of the house, I wish you, Mr Speaker, and your family a very happy 
Christmas and a very healthy, safe and peaceful new year.  On behalf of the members on this side of the house, I 
also wish each and every member in this house, even the ones that I argue with - constantly sometimes, although 
I do not bear grudges and I know my members do not - and all my colleagues and everyone else a very happy 
Christmas and a very healthy, peaceful and safe new year, because that is a very important thing to have.  
Members will all be leaving tonight and hopefully we will not have to return for that one day.  If we do, we will 
do so with gusto and we will return to our normal roles, and we will be arguing with each other.  I am sure we 
will.  The one good thing that I can say about this chamber is that when we have an argument or a disagreement 
in this chamber with so many members from opposite sides, when we go outside the doors into the courtyard or 
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into the members’ bar, it is a completely different atmosphere.  Even when my colleagues and I disagree 
vehemently with certain members over the philosophies, comments and attacks that they make against us - I am 
probably a classic case today - when we are outside this chamber, we are all equal, whether that member is a 
minister, the Premier, a backbencher, in government or in opposition.  At the end of the day, we are all members 
of Parliament doing our job of representing our constituency and doing the best we can.  I do not believe there is 
any member in this chamber who does not try to do the best he can for the people within his electorate.  I believe 
everybody does that. 

Mr Speaker, you will be delighted to know that I will not prolong this debate any longer.  My colleague the 
member for Cottesloe may say a couple of words.  He graciously asked me to deliver the main speech.  I was 
very happy to; I have done it before.  Once again, I wish everybody in this chamber and outside the chamber, 
their families and their loved ones a very happy Christmas and a very safe, healthy and peaceful new year.   

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [5.19 pm]:  I simply say to all members and all who work for Parliament and 
on the parliamentary grounds that I wish them the very best for a very safe and happy new year and to those they 
love and who love them.  I hope they all have a nice time.  Thank you. 

The SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Members, I have a quick contribution to make to the adjournment debate.  
I, firstly, thank all members for their support and cooperation through the year.  It is only through the support of 
all members of this chamber that I can continue as the Speaker.  I am very glad that, at times, that is not put to 
the vote!  It is pleasing to have the respect, I think, and the support of the house.  This being my seventh year in 
this role, I think it has become a more enjoyable job the longer I have been in it.  I thank all members for that 
support. 

This year, circumstances surrounding some of the procedures have been quite difficult, especially in relation to 
the Procedure and Privileges Committee work.  I place on record my thanks to Max Trenorden, Paul Andrews, 
Rob Johnson and Di Guise for their efforts on that committee.  People should not underestimate how difficult the 
role of that committee has been, particularly this year and at the end of the previous year, when that committee’s 
workload was expanded dramatically.   

I echo the comments of the Leader of the House about the efficient way in which bills have been passed in this 
place.  I understand that our rate of progress is about 50 bills more than the other mob!  I think that is par for the 
course.  I have not counted the total, but roughly 50 is the figure that springs to mind. 

Another part of running this place involves the Acting Speakers and the Deputy Speaker who relieve in this chair 
so that administration and other things can be done.  I thank Di Guise for her outstanding efforts as my deputy 
and in running the estimates committees.  I always enjoy the estimates weeks; it is a time when I do absolutely 
nothing, which is sensational.  I thank also the members for Joondalup, Greenough, Albany, Kingsley and 
Murray for their efforts in making sure that this house runs in an efficient manner.  I thank also the Whips from 
both sides.  Without the activities of the Whips, most members would find this place much harder to work in.  It 
is indeed a thankless job at times but the Whips play a vital role.  

In relation to our committee work, everyone in this place knows the value of the committees and the outstanding 
staff who fulfil the role of assisting them.  I thank all the staff and the committees for their work.  I especially 
wish Nici Burgess all the best with the forthcoming birth of her baby in, I think, early January.  We all wish Nici 
the very best.  In the same vein, I wish Siobhan Grill all the best.  She is due to give birth tomorrow so she will 
be away for the next eight or nine months.  Renae Jewell will be relieving Siobhan while she is away.   

I also thank Vince for yet another sensational year looking after me in an outstanding manner.  Every other 
person he comes into contact with is instantly impressed by the way he deals with people.  He is a very effective, 
efficient and friendly man, who reflects the attitude of the Parliament and the Speakers’ office particularly well, 
and I thank him very much.  

During the year one of our senior staff went to the other place.  Nigel Lake is not to be spoken to any more!  He 
snuck off to the other side, thinking we would not notice, but we have noticed.  Nonetheless, I wish him all the 
best in the Council; a class employee will be joining the upper house, and that is sensational.  I am sure Nigel 
will do particularly well and I wish him all the very best in his career in the upper house.  Helen Lünsmann has 
left the education section of the Legislative Assembly but has joined Hansard to train to become a Hansard 
reporter, so we will still see her around the place.  Peter Frantom has put in his resignation and will be leaving 
the committees, and that is a pity.  He has been a valuable member of the committee staff for many years.  I am 
sure everyone wishes him the very best with what he does in the future.  Kate Goldie also has announced that she 
will be leaving the employ of Parliament and her role as manager of the audio and video services.  That is a great 
tragedy.  She has been an outstanding manager of those services throughout this house, and she will be sadly 
missed in that area.  I am sure that whoever gets her as an employee will be exceptionally happy with the deal.  
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She is innovative and very capable.  We lost a number of staff over the past year - Katie Bray, Tony Melia and 
Paul Standley.  Those people served the members particularly well and I thank them all for their contributions.   

I thank also the staff in this chamber; Peter McHugh, of course, the leader of the administration group, a man 
who gives advice to all and sundry on a confidential basis.  His advice is exceptionally accurate at all times.  Of 
course, he cannot garden particularly well!  His broken leg stopped him from travelling last year, and I am sure 
that is something that he will not want to repeat in the years to come!  I thank also John Mandy, who was a 
beneficiary as a result of Peter’s broken leg, because he got to travel in Peter’s place.  

A member interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  There have been some suggestions along those lines, but I am sure they are wrong.  I know 
that Peter will take much greater care around the swimming pool in his backyard next year to make sure that 
nothing of that nature occurs again.  I am sure that John Mandy supports that.  Kirsten Robinson, our Clerk 
Assistant, has done an outstanding job making sure that the administrative roles the staff play are done in an 
effective manner.  The very important Liz Kerr, my Sergeant-at-Arms, beats off with the Mace intruders who try 
to get to me!  I thank Liz for the friendly and efficient way in which she handles that office.  I am not quite sure, 
but I think Liz is the first female Sergeant-at-Arms - apart from Kirsten, of course.  In the words of the press of 
this state, Liz is “the first ever apart from Kirsten”.  

I thank the education office run by Jane Gray.  I think most people who listen to the tours conducted through 
Parliament will agree that they are of a particularly high standard.  The switchboard ladies are sensational.  They 
never seem to make an error and are always there, always friendly and always know who they are talking to, and 
that amazes me.  Even if we try to disguise our voice, they know who we are.  It is an amazing quality they have 
and I thank them for yet another fantastic year. 

Russell Bremner and the crew in the Parliamentary Services Department, Rob Hunter and Graham McDonald 
and, of course, Ken Craig in Security have the job of looking after the building, which is old and falling to 
pieces.  They have a never-ending task of coming up with both projects to fix things and innovations to improve 
the lot of members of Parliament. 

Belinda Corey, the head of Hansard, who I think is probably one of the youngest heads of Hansard in Australia 
and is definitely the youngest Western Australia has had, is a woman of huge qualities and will be, hopefully, in 
that position for many years to come.  She adds a great deal of skills to our Hansard services. 

On behalf of all members who do research and the like through the Library, I thank Judy Ballantyne in the 
Library for her efforts.  Judy is always on hand and is particularly helpful to members.  Andrew Lewis, of 
course, is the head of the sports club in the Library, and puts together all our sporting events.  As well as for 
being a librarian, I thank him for the extra duties he does to make this place a little less formal and more light-
hearted in relation to the sporting activities that go on. 

I thank Enno in catering services.  Slowly and surely every year catering services get a little better.  It is a 
continuing process and Enno is the driving force behind making sure that happens.  I thank all the catering staff 
very much. 

The gardening and cleaning staff have the task of working under the lemon-scented gum and putting their lives 
at risk which, hopefully, in the near future will change.  I do thank them all for the efforts they make to ensure 
the grounds are kept to the standard that they are.  The level of cleanliness in this building is first-rate. 

I thank Michel Crouche and his team in accounts for the efforts they put in each year, especially my very best 
friend Carolynn Hill who brings me the cheques!  She is always keen to produce the money that we desperately 
need to survive.  I therefore thank Carolynn very much. 

I thank all members once again for the year and I wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy new year.  I just 
remind members not to drive when they have had one or two drinks too many and we will see everyone back 
here healthier, wealthier and wiser. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.32 pm 
__________ 

 
 


